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T DEATH 0F T VERY REV DBN ALBERA

) ‘Supenor General of the Salesmn Congregatwn and Second Successor

of the Venerable Don Bosco

dn Qatarday kmorfﬁ‘ng", Qctober the 29th,

" a message’ full of grief and sadness was
despatched to all the Provinces' of the So-
ceiety. It told us in brief words that Don
‘Albera, our beloved Superior General, had

died suddenty that morning. The full signifi- -
. -cance of this communication"ivé.s' at once
brought home to us, Don_ Albera,  the -

. fcommon father of those couutless numbers
. of Salesian boys, scattered throucrhput_ four

- continents of the globe, was no’ ﬁlérc;:.'?' The -

chief of that vast array of religious, young,
‘ardent and well-disciplined, who have pen-
etrated ‘into ‘almost every -cottntry and
have taken up their abode in every’ climate
to devote 'themselves t0 the guIdance ahd
salvation of youth, was no longer of this
world.. The father, the guide, the director
of that great ‘multitude of Salesian Co-oper-
. ators, who in ‘every tank of soc1e‘ty, work
in harmony with the Salesianis themselves
for the realisation of their great ideals, had
been called away by his Creator to enjoy
his long-earned rest.” Such was the purport

_of that brief message; stich were the feelings

which filled our minds and hearts thn we
heard the sad tidings.’ ‘

" For some months past his health had heen
failing. An incurable disease had been
undermining his constitution, and as early

as last Juneé; on the very eve of his feast-day;

an- unexpected attack - had left him ina
weak -and ' pexilous condition.” “The alarm;

" however, had passed off, and he soon resumed

his' ordifiary occtipations, his fatiguing au~

‘dienices ‘and- his dppointed task’of guiding
with firm’ though feeble harids the destiniés

of that Society whose govemment had been

entrusted to ‘him.

‘As late aslast Sep‘tembex he 11ad preSIded
over a Congress of ‘Salesian Co- -operators
held at Castelmiovo &’ Asu the native home
of the Venerable Don: Bosco.” It was this
very anmety and untiring zeal for the perfect

fulfilment “of all’ the duties of his" office, .

which was destined ‘to: give the final blow
to ‘a constitution which had already been
enfeebled by illness and ¢éonstant exertion,

Cand 10 overwlhelm a heart that was about

to- burst asunder under the impelling force
of very strong emotions,

Just eight days had elapsed since the Mos‘t
Rev. Mgr, ‘Marenco, Archbishop of Edessa,

had departedthis life at the Oratory, ‘The

day before; Don Albera, torn asunder by grief,
had remained for long hours by the side of
the dying Prelate, and had himgelf admin-
istered the last. Sacraments to him. Two

- days later, though worn out by fatigue, he

had 1n515ted on paymg the last tnbute to
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the memory of the saintly Salesian Arch-
bishop, by following on foot, with Rosary

ih hand, the mortal remains of the deceased.

Preiate pmymg w1th great fervour all the
time,

And thén there was the touchmg ceremony.

of ‘the departure of the Missionaries—

thirty voung Apostles ready to bear to the .

distant shores of Assam, Terra del Fuego
and China the name and love of Jesus
Crucified. After the usual prayers and
-ceremonies, Don Albera had embraced them
all tenderly: His heart was full to overflow-
ing: he knew-so well that this would be

his ‘final farewell to these brave’ Wamors,'
Who were just entering on their missionary -

‘career, for he would never see them again—
never wore meet them face to face until that
day when they all would meet in the King-
dom. of their Father in Heaven. Three
. daysilater, beneath the -dome of the same
- saered edifice, & solemn Reqmem Mass was
sung to.implore the mercy of God on the
soul. of Mgr. Costamagna, that energetic

and. éager Salesian Missionary and Bishop

| "who had recently passed to his reward in
thie Argentine. -It was a_ beautiful though

“tedious ceremony, with its Pontifical Office,

.:'1ts ‘solemn . chant and the five Absolutions

: :_ contained in the Ritual, and Don Albera'
regardless of his own fatigue and weakness,
“remained to the very end, and would not’

- hedt of departing from. the ‘sacred building
i1l afl was over.  And: finally, . abott the
- same time there arnved from. America a

* band. of youthtul Saiesﬂans who had -come
‘to. complete their theological cotirse - near
the tomb of our Venerable Fotnder.. The
sight’ of this group of young Confréres, full
of energy and ardent aspirations, was indeed

a pleasing one for the holy man, who had

himself borpe .the labours and the heats

of the day, but it was at the same time one .

“that awakened. strong emotional reminis-
cerices in -the heart of the tender father,
who had lately undergone. such SOTIOWS
and bereavements,

In fact, without suspecung I't he had
already come to the end of his resources.

Without stspecting it,. we said,"'bilt' who'.
knows? On the Friday evening, bef,oref
‘retiring to rest, he said to his' secretary,
who had followed him from place to place

with tintiring devotion during a period of

more than 30 years: “Mgr. Costamagna is

dead, Mgr. Marenco is dead: which of us

will be the first to follow?”. Alas, but a

few hours later, before the dawn of another

day, it was he himself who was destined to -~

follow and to join them in the land beyond
the grave. His last night was one of almost
total sleeplessness, - And so, when at half

past four on the Saturday morning he .
attempted to rise, his ‘exhausted frame
could ‘no longer. stand the strain, ‘and he

collapsed. His secretary, feeling that there
was somefhihg amiss, hastened to his room,
and Don Albera said to him in muffled
tones ‘and broken wvoice: “ I wish to
célebrate Holy Mass, but alas, I feel my

strength is failing within me. Ah, what a
" poor, frail creature I have become.” On’

seeing the d;sconcerteé look on the face of

his. dear Supenor and on_hearing these.
-words  of sorrow and dlseoumgement Don '

Cusmano. at., once “understood  the senm

ousness. of lus condition. He helped the
saintly Father to get into. bed agaim, and’
. immediatety cailed . from the neighbour-
ing rooms ail the Ma]or Supermrs of the

Conﬁregation for now the palpfcations of
his heart numbered 135 to the minute. A
moment . later, there gathered round that
humble béd Don Rinaldi, Don Ricaldone,

Don Barbens and Don Condh . They had

just arrived in. time, for now. ‘the death
agbny was beginning.. His heart, which
a few minutes before had heen ‘beating with
violent- palpitations, was now throbbmcr
with dreadful a_ﬂcertamtymat one instant
it jerked with violence, and at the next its
puisations were abnormally slow, *
In the meantime, Don Rinaldi admin-
istered the Sacrament of Extreme Unction
to the dying Priest. Rapidly paralysis found
its way to the precincts of his heart,. his
tongue became 1mmovabie and in a very
short tiine, a fatal dimness was visible in his
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and was uniting instine- .
' ‘of ‘those who:krielt -
o hﬂe ‘the otitside
apped i the darkness .
before the. ﬁrs"‘ souncis of the

vement, Had gived up his’
oL 7T long yegrs he...

g heal‘ch in the_-."-

'adenccd in. his studies:-

only in the mind of our Vénerable Founder,
Two months previously, Don Bosco and
Don Rua (then a cleric in subdeacon’s:
‘ordess) ‘had gene to.a little place called
None for some . religious celebratzon and
while - there, the Parish-Priest. introduced
to them a boy.of thirteen years of age, who
desired to bewm his studies for the priesthood.

‘Don Bdsco saw beforé him'a young -lad,

delicatein feature and tranquilin demeanour
with eyes bo“ah bnght and. ‘plercing. He

‘spoke to. himt a few words of - welcothe,’ but
. as he was” dlscussmg sotne m‘l‘tters Wrth

the* Patish- Priest he tumed o the clenc.

whd. accompamed himi, and toid himito
ascertain ‘whether. the" lad was sufﬁcmntly
The - cleric 'was

4 able to gwe Don Bosco ample assurance

""-.'.on th1s head, and ‘the' latter;.

therefore

& _iexpressed to the Parish Pnest his readmoss

Hay had: bee

ing "for the :
awn he vas §u _mone__ o

e deéthf l_ . _
of ceaseless tml E1Y e'u:h truly_ _

:an a guide; but one who was, the contmuer

i ‘of Don. Bosco

- goirit; as
Zie with that of the Venerable Founder.

“In fact, Don Bosco had foreseen and foretold
o this special pamc;pataon of his spirit and
“of his ideals in' the character and methods
f:hlS 1mmedmi.e Successors, and with pro-
L intuition had designated them himself.
Don Albera was born at None near Turin
the year 1845, and entered the Ora-
"y'm October, 1858. At that. period the.

1thfu1 dxsupie o; the Venera.ble Ii)our'-_"_ ,
. o ‘1mport'mt epoch-of. its hzstmy New bmld-

“ings  had. recently been:. erec’ced om ‘site
- of the forther Louse -of Pizardj, whtch had
served as a home for Don: Bosco s boys in
the’ hermc days.
- future now opened out for the great work

1n the death of Don Albera, the great_. _
*. of the Venerable Founder, and his unwavét-

Silesian Family has lost, not merely a Fa‘cher__ .
' “ing faith in the protection of Heaven ‘Had

s work im “such: identity  of
t6 make: hJS method and. policy -

anctmry of Mary, Help of Chnstnns e*ﬂstul

o8 accept ‘the boy 1mmedmtdy at “the

”Omtory T}ns boy was Paul- AIbera who

was' destmed later on, to gwde the dastmxes .

‘of the SaIesmn Some’cy during an eventfﬁl
”penod of more “cl:tan eleven years :

A Student at" the Gratory

aui Mbem entereé the Omtoxy at. 'm_

Bright prospects for the'

aiready met. with its reward.: The priva-
tions, the hflrdsh1ps the b1tter disappoint-

ments of the early days were now at an end,

and a wave of enthusiasm and eager expéct-.
ation had spread over that home of peace
and happiness” Butmore than that. Mdﬁy
of the boys at the Oratory, under the careful

and enlightened direction of the Veénerable  ;

Servant of God, were leading lives of won-
derful sanctity. They gave a tone  of

- virtue and happy piety to the place, and .

Dominic Savio (whose cause of Beatification

‘titme before.

is now proceedmg) “had - died just a sghort

The group which had been
most closely associated with him was still
flourishing, and it now welcomed young

" Paul ‘Albe-;ra‘ to its membership. One of
the eventis which struck deep into his soul

was the death of one of the members of

- this group of exceptmnaliy giftecl and‘

piotis youths, It occurred only three months
after Paul -Albera’s’ coming, and Ton
Bosco had spoken of his speedy entrance
into Heaven. It was this that urged
young Paul Albera to sirive even harder
than before to hold a high place in the
select band to which‘he had been admitted.

In October 1861 he received the eccle-
siastical habit from his former Parish Priest,
Don Abrate.
group of 22 clerics, who formed the nucleus
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.. Awaiting t_he .fuﬁcra_l' processlon.'

In the. following .vear a

of the -future -Salesian family,'madé their:l‘
religious profession in the humble room of
the Venerable Seivant of God. They were -
the first Salesians, and Paul Albéra was
amongst -the number. They were a pnw»—
teged band, for they lived under the direct
influence of the saintly Founder and _We_re,'

in one sense, the ﬁrst frults of his' Iabours

They formed the. vanguard of that vast
army of priests, clenes and. Iay-brothers
which was to penetrate to the uttermost'-
parts of the world. Nearly s1xty years of
fruitful toil have passed since that solemn
event, and death has called a_way all the
members of that little band, with the ex-
ception of two—Cardinal Caghem anid Don
Francesia. This solid foundation, laid bv
Don Bosco himsclf, for his Society has
well stood the test of time, cmd to- day hlS
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spiritual Sons number over 5000.and have
opened more than 450 houses, scattered
over four Continents of the' globe\.'

-His early life as a Salesmn.

“When the Boardm<y School at ‘.’Izrabello

was opened by Don Bosco, Don Rua was

appointed its D1rect0r and the clenc Paul
Albera was sent there as one of the teachers.

I‘he School rapidly developed. and under_*
the able and enthusiastic . mdnagemesnt. of.
Don Bosco’s immediate followers it Became
In ‘the ‘medntime, Paul .
Albera proceeded with his theolorrxmi studIes
and. - by the time he réached  the age of-
cornpleted- his.
.course, but had also. obf:amed a’ degree at-.f';_

: - ~.0f the Venemble I‘oumder remamed stead-
-'Ia stin his’ resolve to Hive and: dle a Salesian,-

a great success.

twenty he had not onIy’._

the Un1vers1ty ‘of Tirin,

In Tune, 1868 ke’ accompamec't h1s Rector L
Do Rua, and his companion, Don Celruttl:'_”-.
(then a clenc) to thie Oratory to he present’j_'
at the “soléemn - openmg “and. consecratmn_'f;’
of the Sanc‘cuary of Mary Hdp of Chms’cmns ot
Don- Albéra’ wis: then in deacons “orders;.

and “on: thls occasmn though he was only

' just 23 years of age, Don Bosco told’g hitn
1o prepare'hlmself for lrus sacerdomi ordma»"
tion. Aecordmﬂiy, on.: August znd of the -
same year, 1868, he was “ordained; px;est_- :
bv. Mgz, I‘exn,-.._- at Caqa;mcrtferra*o. He

was assisted by Don- Bocco hmself at the -
ceremony ‘and became A member of the_::'
Couneil, which everltually developed m’toi'

the Superior Clmpter of the Society.

At that period the Salesian Soclety was
regarded by many as purely a personal
enterpmse oni’ the part of a Aealous priest,
and soine even viewed it as a rash scheme
mmpablc of " realisation. The definite ap-
'prebatzon of the Holy See did not come
to crown Don Bosco's - efforts ‘and place
his work on a stre footing uutil April 3rd.
1874. It is not, therefore, surprising that
some of Don Bosco's subjécts considered
themselves free to leave when they thought
fit, and the Bishops were, in .séme cases,
only too pleased to receive them to fill the
many vacancies in the ranks of the clexgy.

In fact, some of the Bishops rather resented
the loss to their seminaries of so many.
promising young -mezn, who flocked to join
a religious body which was not vet definitely
sanctioned. by the Church. This was the
case with the Bishop of the diccese from

which Don Albera came. He had a high

esteem for the young pne‘at and, desizing
to-make use of his rare talents in the werk:

of his diocese, he endeavoured to. persmde

him that the Soc1ety founded by Don Bosco '
'-Would be of very ‘short dumtmn and that
it would: be well for" h1m to leave before
the d1ssolut10n camie.”. The- Bishop Was:
somewhat mSJ.stent in’ Ins representations -
“to the young pnest ‘but the Jatter; full-of -

the *‘confiderice in - Our Blesqed Lady s pio-
tection- Wluch ﬁlled the mind ‘and’ heart

and 1o arcruments to: the con‘cxary conid

: make the ~slightest: 1mpress1on o1 Ium

Some t1me 1atez at-a: ‘meeting of pnes’cs

'presmed over by the Bishop of Casalmon—
“ferrato,  Don Bosco was asked Whether
* these difficulties in, connection with Don AI— >
“bera had been overcome:
[_Woxds hich hqve justly beentregarded as
“prophetic,

“Oh yea,” he said ”Don Albera
has not- omy overcome: these dliﬁmlties

'but he will: ove:rcome m%ny others and
_w111 be ry c;econd
“the sentence but’ ralsed Ius hand 2-1*:03 “his

He d1d not finish

forehcad as though conmdeung some " dis-
tant vision, - and then added “Don Albem'

“will -bé of “great assistance to. us.’? The

Hght of subsequent evernts has shown very
clearly how prophetic these words: were.

At the time of their utterance, they made
a deep impression on many presént; for -

there was something mysteriots about them.
Don Rinaldi, who was present at the tirme,
recorded them in \afritir;g,-ancl sealed them
up. -That seal was not broken till- August
16th. 1910, when Don Rinaldi himself
opened it and read the statement to"+the

assembled Fathers who had just. elected

Don Albera as second successor of Don
Bosco

He rephed in’

’
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ﬁls first Rectorsh:p

In 1871 a new Salesian House was opened

“at Genoa  in the suburb oﬁ Mdr&SSL ‘and

Don Albcxa. was sent thither as ﬁrst Recior

_ There were many initial difficulties in the -
‘way, but by dint of tact ané wntiring Iabour

its young Rec’cor was: able to overcome
them. all,. and in the followmg year, the

'?L' s_napsnot'of. tha altaz‘nbéys and cleries: in. p‘x‘-écessioa;,-_z

SChOOI was removed tO the I‘I}.OI‘G (301'111’1'10—.

dious premises of’ San P1e1‘ D Arena . Here
the work flourished and maé{e rap1d progress,
and Don -Bosco made it one of the chief
centres of ‘a new. braﬂch of his workm
the training of tardy vocations ta the pnest—
hood. . The past pupils of this College
mclude a number of secular Priests who
owe their vocation and early tram_lz_;g to

the _gréat'work carried on by the Salesian’
Fathers.  Don Albera there introduced and
fostered the devotion to the Sacred Heart :
" which has since been developed to such a

high degree in all .our Schools,

vamcnal m ance.

In Octobeu 1881 Don Albera was ap«
pomted Provincial of the Salesmn Houses in
France, This was a very remaxkable epoch
for the work of Don. Bosco in ‘that country
and. durmcy his term of office as Provincial
there Don Albera furthered . this- r’tpld
p,rogress in many ways. These v&exe per-.

hclpsthe _yéanr:;ajr in ‘which Our 'Ladjr ._Hei_p of
- Christians worked: the ‘greatest wonders of
otr Venerable I”ounder and  Don Albem

Cwasan eyewltness of many of these Drodlgxes

" He accompanied Don:Bosco to Paris, where
an anticlerical wnter e‘cprcssed the triumph
of the Servant of God by sdying that he
could . attnbute 0. bmlseif ‘the Words of
Julius. Caesar:  “Veni, vidi, v1c1 7 I‘rom
1882 to. 1886 Don Bosco made annml visits

to Paris, and Don Albera was with him
conste;n’u_:ly, ubseqaentlv avhen Don Bosco
was too feeble to bear -the,]oumey, he re-
quired his representative in France to go to

%




o - THE SALESIAN BULLETIN - -

Tunn every . two months ‘to confer. Wi‘l:h'

him, doubtless with a view to prepamng
him the better for his future position.
TUtgent affairs kept the latter  in France
towards the end of January, 1888, and he
was not able to arrive in time to be present

N at the death of Don Bosco, but he was able

to see hzm before the coffiri was cIosed.

Sprr;tual I)nrecter of the. Socrety-- L

_ A few years laﬁer Don Rua Who had;,_
Watched with mterest the Wonde:rful abﬂity
o ‘and-tact ‘of -the’ French Prownc1a1 stim=
="moncd hxm' to’ Tunn to. ﬁII th i

" postof’ Spmtuai D1rectoz to:ih
Conﬁrega’mon TIn thzs capacﬂ:y, L‘Don AL

béra was able to. do effeot rmuch good to the
order ‘at. large,” and - h15 mfz,rvelious gifts
of his zeal, stood Him ift good stead ‘during
thé elgh’ceen years that he helcl h13 office

1\L1tto Grosso Where he S‘t’Lj od it '
colonies .of the‘ Borc o Indzan

pmceeded “to I’atagoma and T1erra del’j_’, N
Fuego, and passed: on to’ Chile, Bolivia; 5
Peru, Tcvador, peﬂetmung evensas. far-as -

the Missions of the flerce Jivaro Indians;

then to Veneztiela: and Colombia,” Whe1el

hé visited the leper settlements utider the
care of the Sons of Don Bosco, and finally
to’ Mexico and the United States. ‘T'hose
who are acquainted with the conditions of
travelling in the-vast realms of the continent
of South America, can form somé idea of
the fatigues and hardships which Don’ Al
bera must have had to undergo in the
fulfilment of his mission. His tact, prudence
and  charity were ‘everywhere manifested
and won the affection - and adnumtlon Of
all w%m et hlm..

"to the vacant post.

Superior (General of the Society.

Don Rua, the first successor of the Venera-
ble TFounder, died on April 6th, 1910, and
a few months later, Don Albera was elected
_ His Holiness at once
telegraphed to him, invoking upon his

labours the special blessing of Heaven, so
that he might be able to fulfil his arduous.
_ task, and follow in the steps of Don Bosco -
“rand-Don. Rua, who with such admirable
zeal and sanc‘uty gave life and growth to
: the Salesw,n 3001ety, furtht,nng the’ greater
.giory of God and" the rehgmus civil ‘and
1t moral 'zdvantage of the young and of the
~people at large. . Mo
"The. Words Jof: the Supreme Pontﬂff were
. enu:ceiy in keepmg both- w1th the character
of ‘Don Ai’bem and ‘with the: conél‘cions of -
'the h1gh and difficalt: office’ Wh1ch he had
;o and "‘[:he humbie follower ~of

Don Bosco, entle 'md Serene i Word and

“manter,” who' alinost by a look_coulc'i win

conﬁdence sympathy and: respect succeecied

i _gmdmg in’ an ever—upwa.rd course that
montiment’: of plety and - apostolm zeal
- which Don Bosco s work: has become to-day .
Don Rua, ‘at his’ dmth 1eft to his successor‘
: 'the govemment “of 341 rehgious HouseS'
- Don- Albera . has left more . than 450.
" 1970 Dot Bosco’s first suiccessor c:ommanded
an’army’ of nearly 4000 rehgmus i x921*

D 1 Albera was the beloved ‘and :espected

“héad” of more ‘than §000 Salesians.” Under
~his auspices and encouragement the Salesian

Missions have developed wonderfully during

the past eleven vears; many have considers -

ably enlarged ‘their field of action, while

. séveral new ones’ have been star ted., A
few days before his death he had the consol-.

ation of greeting and imparting his blessing
to a band of missionaries, destined for the

vast region of Assam, where there are at

present but 5000 Catholics out.of a popu-
lation of more than seven millions. And
this progress, be it remembered, has been
made in the face of great obstacles: - The
European war of 1914 to 1918, whose
dreadful effects are still felt, exacted. a

very heavy toll from ".the‘Cong_i"egax‘cion as

a-wholé. Don’ Albera had the sorrow of
witnessing the destruction, either partial

or entire, of many of his Houses, which
were situated in the war zone., Hundreds

of his spiritual Sons were stiatched away

by the sathe cause, and several of his Schools

were almost entzrely depnved of ‘chen' staff
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blessed by God and productive of much
good. “His attitude, too, in dealing with:
the terrible problems which have azisen.
on account of the war, has been truly Worthy '
of a Son of Don Bosco. - “‘Open néw Houses
for these poor orphans, or at least' make.
room for tkem in the Houses which al-.

ready exist. Receive them blindly and

- &) _’i‘he sere'ne'eount“enance of the dec.eas'ied."-'m'ﬁ}”'l‘-ha- Bishpp;ih pr_iié‘e.se'iiion,' ‘

But he never lost heaxi he trusted in Godl
and in the protection of Mazy Most Holy,

and his confidence has been amply tewazded,
and the Somety is now more flourishing
than ever. Thmugh the sore trials of the

war filled his" fatherly heart with' angmsh
" for so many SOTLOWS and for 8o many tuinéd

lives, still he was ever- sapported by that
fortitude and that confidence in God, which

the Successors seem to have inherited. from -

their Venerable Founder. - And,” motwith-

standing all these grave difficulties, Don Al-
“ bera had the consolation of seeing his work

w1thout a moment’s hesﬂ:"stlon We are
here - for them, and God. will come to
our help and provide the means for us.’
Such was his constant advice to his. Con-
fréres,

The br1g11test days of his penad as Supe-
rior Cereral were’ .probczbly those, “when
there came together the Jubilee of the.
Basilica of Qur Lady Help of Christians,
and the golden Jubilee of his own sacardohl
Ordination: “The Festiwty in honour of
Her whom Don Bosco made the Mother
of his Soclety and Work, and of the one



e'-'had himself announced as. hiS‘
Successm feil on the same day, the
o Iﬂne 1918 a claywluch His Hol_mess
1 xvth called doubly fortundte,

£ congratulation which he

whm h

e‘?;ter o

. VI ther of God » wrote the Supreme Pontif,
Mo

a5 She sssisted. at the Disth of your Con-
‘_a% i axtending her 1ov1ng protecuon

. contmue

it She as it were took her‘
n ts- midst.” In that Basxhca

pizih 0§ St
nobl chanty for the welfare’ of souls;,

e youn

bl

Sanctuary: {5 ce
e openmg of your own pnestl"y career.

'c THTON.: zeal: and. w1sdom for:,thé-

1 far and, near, unite their homage to
Help. of Chaistians with the expression
good wishes toyon, We claim the pleasure
f leading, this chorus of ‘congratulation,
th ‘because 'We desire to recommend your
ntentlons and the needs of the whole Chuzch
the I"Ielp of Christians, and because 2as
e ‘hold: the S:Llesmn Congregatmn dear,
Ve pra.y ‘that it may have you for many
ears as its Father and. guide.”

The. Holy" Father's desires had bitt three

1ccess01’ “of Don Bosco, in ‘the pedce of
the: just; ‘has come to the etemai reward
siong toﬂs borne w1th the courage ‘and

. Albera on that occasion. “The

4t have gone forth those zealotis bands, i
~yndet ake your: vast apostolate on behalf
Ry to carry ‘the’ Fmth and
e td the savage’ 'tnbes From
” has sprung up. that unceasmg_
£ blessmgs for: vour Somety,,and £
the' Whole Sales;tan Famﬂy By~ a.
comcuience the” begmmng of tInt_
lebrated -at the: same’ time. -

11_‘these yedrs. you have: laboqred_-j
' the Soc1e’cy, to W}nch you havef'

Whﬂe all your Sons and Co- operators

of fﬂlﬁlmen’c “and’ now the Second.

zeal of his master and to maintain in his -

work that high S‘t’Lnddl‘d of virtue and

self-sacrificing charity, which the Founder
But the great Salesian
Family, including its hundreds of thousands .

established for it.

of Past- Pupils and Co-operators, is not_

dismayed; for deeper tha,n the sorrow for the .
loss is in the sure conviction of the Tather’s

powerful protection, "and the assurance

: Vénerable Founder, so ift its growth : “that he is the company of so many oiher

3 Ber: evex»«appoxtune aid, espe-

" Sons and Pupﬂs of Don Bosco BOW reapmcr
he day when, in the Sanc- T

thelr etemal reward

»e::aa'

e : ’I‘lns wag’ the predomimtmg sentlmeﬁt that
e_great dehberatzons were takern, |

red the st'tb;hty and development'f_ -
it has beenn fosteredg.__

ancm of Sales, which

ﬁlled the hearts of - tHose crowds of people,
who on’ the morning’. of Sa’curday, October

“2gth, flocked to the little Chapei ad]ommff
‘the Basilica of Mary Help of Christians, to

contemplate for the fast ‘t1me the gentle
features of the deceﬂsed Supenor General
here he Iay, with a srmle still 1n1p11nteci

on. his 11ps perfecdy peaceful and caim in

From every comer'of Turm the faﬁchful
made their’ Way ’co that Iowl}r restmg pldce

- eager ‘to-cateh a last ghmpse of him who-
“had, durmg life, beeu the fathe:r of the

poor and the’ neglec‘ced \Iembers of every

-',rank of Socxety—from the most celebrated
_personages down to ‘the: common Eabourer i
his workmg attx:re——umted in paymg a Tast
- mark-of respect to- ‘the humbie rehoqous
- who ha& in his: modest. and’ zetmng manner,

ffected 80 much good du:cmg }us 11fe~t1me

The obsequxes.

~ The following day, S_u11c1ay','_‘v\'fas,"ﬁieé for

the solemn procession which was to take
place, when' the mortal remaing of the ven-

erated sacc,esser of Don Bosco were to bhe

removed from  their temporary resting-
place in this littfe Chapel to the Basilica of

Mary Help of Cimstnns where they would -

lie in state a.walting the Solemn Requiem
Mass on the morrow. This procession,was

a veritable triumph, and’ manifested the

deep appreciation that was felt in every

sphere of life and in all chsses of the peopie o |

- itself: began.” _
- many busy. thoroughfares of the city.
"Many a silent tear was shed, and many an

for the humble Priest who had had just gone
to his reward. At two o’olock in the after-
noon, the pageant réally commenced, for
at that hour a vast multitude filled out from

" thé Oratory to take up positions assigned

to them in the great procession which was
about to commence.  Perfect order reigned
everywhere, and for fully half'an hour this
mighty stream’ susged out and webbed its
way to - the appomted place.
quarter could " be seen’ another ' crowd,
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In another’

bera would greet them no more on -earth.
The number of these who walked in that
procession lhag been- estimated ' at’ 30,000,
and inciuded representatwes from no less

than seventeen different nations.” The pro-

‘cession itself tock over fullyl'two hours
to pass-any particular point on the route,

and besides several distinguished members
of the clergy, there were delegates from
many municipalities and secular institutions,

Immiediately behind - the ' liearse, thete

Vati'o_':_x‘s'; _ass_oéi'atiphs_\a;;\i{l_rép'reseﬁ'tatives.‘at the !unerﬁi..:..

: ',"compose.d of the relatzves an.d f'rie_ndsj of
- the deceased, who had tome from far and -

neat to pay the last tribute of affection

3 to hizn. Banners were d1splayed every-

where, and almost side by.side with the mag-
nificence.of the wealthy and of the great
ones . of this world. could be seen, in many
places, the sun-burnt complexion of the
farmer and the rough attire and weather-
beaten features of the hurmible labourer. -

At three o’clock. precisely, the proceqsmn
It wended its way. thiough

honest heart ached at the thongh‘c.tha_’c.- the
gentle form and winning smile of Don Al

Walked the }refect Gene1a1 I}on Rmalfh
with the other members of the Supenor
Chapter. Next to them came the rehtlves
of Don Albera, with a gedly number of
their _frze_nds and neighbours; then Count
Leopold of Monticello and other members
of the atistocracy. = Consuls and many oth-
ef dignitaries followed, and finally Past-"
Pupils and members of various Ca’r.hohc

. Guilds and assocmtzons

Turin has seldom W1tneésed a s1ght 80

-dlgmﬁed S0 magmﬁcent 50 awe—msp1rmg

in its very grandeur. The immense crowd .
which gathered to see it numbered no Iess
than 100,000, and their attitude of reve;enqe
and respectful silence was well caleulated

o



o make 0
2 n fact; the funeral procession of Don Albera

a deep impression omn. everyome.

. recafled the magnificent demonstration of

jove and esteent which took place after the

: . death of Don Bbs_;c{) himself and of his first

sticcessor, Don Rusz. ) , _
Phe actual interment took place on the
_.Méﬁday; the vigil of the Feast of All Sa_,ints,
At half past pine, a Solemn R_equiegl Mass
was celebrated in the Basilica of Mary Help
' sf Christians by His Fminence, Cardinal Ca-
gliero, me 1 ome .
"o He heard of the death of his Brother in

. Religion. . Three other Bishops were I?resegt' ,
" ofi the Sanctuary; and. took. part in the

" ceremony. After the Mass, all proceeded in’: ar | wa svet you, and bl

: your. efforts, Work. is our ‘watchword; it

due order, to take up their places in the pro-
ceé_s_ioﬁ to the final resting-place at Valsalice:

" ihe appointed Toute was thronged with

"2 reverent, admiring ~crowd,” anxious- to,
Shéw';;by.ftheir rgspectfnl demeanour; thei’i’_;_ g 2C : it sson.
Jiibude to o - that’is taught us by his saintly. successor,

‘whom we are birying - to-day.” Labour, -
‘then, biit not as ordinary men of the world. -

gratitude: to. one. who: had- been ac;pu__‘blii_:_

penetactor to-the city. - As the. procession -
veded its way towaxds the precincts of
"College of Valsalice, where the:mortal .

the College ot Ya sall e 2l
ceimains of Doti-Bosco's stccessor were to

b deposited, a’ solemn silence reigned over .

that vast assenbly:: There the members: -
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accents and in words which were inspired

who had come from Rome as soon

_ members 'o'f-:th'q_s'é_ who: have: jgohé_"'bé_fdré‘-'.lus,'.’-.’.-
of the  Supesior 'Chapter of the Salesfan.” + o0 TS G

by the sacred remains before him, “Weep -

not,” he said ‘““as those do, who are without -

hope, Don Albera is dead, but.his work
lives and will live for ever. The words of .
Don Bosco are once more vetified, ‘I am .
leaving you,” he said ‘but the Congregation
has been formed, and it possesses men who
are well able to direct it.” Carry on your
work, therefore, with the faith of -himi who
rests within this coffin, Go forward always )
and in all places. Hearken not to the
promptings of flesh and blood; but blindly

follow the dictates of .that faith which
* overcomes mountains. Don Bosco, Don Rua

and Don Albera’ watch over you,and bless

is imprinted on our standard: It is the .
distinguishing mark by which men should
know. us. . Tt was the parting advice of
Don Bosco on his death-bed; it is the lesson’ -

Labout as" Christians, as religious, as men
who' rely’ tinhesitatingly: ~on - the: protec-
tiofi of Heaven and’ the’cotitinued guidance

Congregation were: gathered around Car- 0 .

dinal Cagliero.  And when the halting-place .

* was in sight, at a given signal, a powerful
choir of boys’ voices burst forth‘into"the
strains of the ““Beati mortui’’—‘Blessed,”

it sang, “‘are the dead who die m t_he Loxd.
In the eyes of the foolish, they appear to

“pe destroyed, but already they enqu the

‘peace of the Lord.” -As soon as the motett

“was finished,” eight ~Salesians” raised the
Ccoffin on their shoulders, and " proceeded
4owards the tomb of Don Bosco. - To.the
" strains of the Benedictus, the Jong cortége
sccompanied the body as far as the Chapel
for the last absotution. Here Cardinal Ca-~
‘gliero, mastering his emotion for the time
' being; pronotnced - the last prayets and
. gave the final blessing. ~And th__en, turning
.6 his grief:stricken Confréres, this Prince

“of the Church addressed them in telling

 And'siow he rests at Valsalice by theside
of Don Bosco and Don Rua. He has been -

" their faithful- follower and imitator during

life, and it is fitting that, even in death,

he should not be separated from them.

And we, his Sonﬂs,. though bereft “of our
Father, are comsoled by the  wonderful
example that he has- left us, and spurred
on by the thought that in one sense; he is -
still with us, and will be ever able to help
us. Before closing the scene before us, one
prayer mounts t6 Heaven from the lips of
every Son of Don Bos¢o. It is a prayer for
perseverance and ‘$trength to earry on fo
completion the noble work whichwas begun
by the Venerable Founder, and -seconded -

‘with so much geﬁérosity‘ and “self-sacrifice

by his two successors—the work of “the -
education and salvation of destitute youth,





